
 

 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

FREE PUBLIC SCREENING 

Documentary Explores Issues Facing People with Physical Disabilities  

In Northern Communities 

 
 

Fort Frances, ON (October 10, 2013) – Ordinary Woman, Extraordinary Dreams, an 

inspirational documentary about the challenges face d by individuals and their families living 

with physical disabilities in remote northern communities, will be screened on Thursday, 

October 17 at 2:00 p.m. at the Fort Frances Public Library and Technology Centre, 601 Reid 

Street, Fort Frances.  

 

Riverside Health Care, Gizewaadiziwin Health Access Centre and Fort Frances Tribal Area 

Health Services will present this free, public event which will include Maggie Sofea, who is not 

only featured in the documentary, but it also its collaborating director and co-writer. The 92-

minute film was produced by Thunder Bay's HAGI Community Services for Independence and 

Toronto's SkyWorks Charitable Foundation. Spinal Cord Injury Ontario is a community partner in 

the project. For more information about the Fort Frances screening, call (807) 274-4803. 

 

Ordinary Woman, Extraordinary Dreams tells the remarkable story of Maggie Sofea, a 23 year-

old aboriginal woman who has used a wheelchair for the past 12 years as a result of a 

swimming injury that occurred during her family's annual camping trip outside Nibinamik 

(Summer Beaver), Ontario. Unable to live on the reserve after her accident, Maggie has 

adapted to life in Thunder Bay, a predominately non-native community. 

 

The documentary follows Maggie's dramatic and challenging journey back to the scene of her 

injury. Maggie Sofea is a young woman - in her own words "an ordinary woman with 

extraordinary dreams." One of her dreams is to become a filmmaker. Maggie says her goal with 

this film is "to reach the general public – but especially young people. I hope the film shows that 

nothing is impossible. Follow your dreams." 

 

Director Jim Hyder notes that "this is a story on how difficult this trip will be." Getting Maggie to 

Summer Beaver for filming was an extraordinary feat. The struggle and the uncertainty of being 

able to make the final leg of her journey by boat, is part of the story. The film touches on the 

high rates of uicide amongst aboriginal youth, an issue which has affected Maggie deeply. Over 

the years she has lost seven cousins to suicide, including Dawn Starr, who saved Maggie's life 

the day of the accident. 
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Ordinary Woman, Extraordinary Dreams was made with the generous financial support of the 

Ontario Trillium Foundation, Nishnawbe Aski Nation, Wasaya Airways, the Dreamcatcher 

Charitable Foundation and other organizations and individuals.  

 

For more information about this film, please visit: www.skyworksfoundation.org. To enquire 

about purchasing a DVD copy, contact Vtape at (416) 351-1317 or email: wandav@vtape.org 

 

Riverside Health Care is a fully accredited multi-site, multi-function health care system serving 

the residents of the Rainy River District. RHC operates hospitals in Fort Frances, Emo and 

Rainy River, and Rainycrest Long-Term Care Home and La Verendrye Non Profit Supportive 

Housing in Fort Frances. Each community is also served by Riverside Community Counselling 

which provides addictions, mental health and family violence treatment services, Community 

Support Services through Rainycrest and Valley Diabetes Education Centre which provides 

important chronic disease management programming. For more information, please visit 

riversidehealthcare.ca. 
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For further information 

Nicke Baird 

Director of Corporate Communications  

Riverside Health Care 

(807) 274-4803 

 

 

http://www.riversidehealthcare.ca/

